
Coordinator’s Corner 

A Geographic State of  Mind 

 Long walks in the woods, maple syrup, Stonyfield yogurt, Kancamagus byway, 

Canobie Lake Park, understanding the importance of being friends with a plow man, 

Robert Frost, racing, bike week (without helmets),  and personal freedoms.    These are 

all iconic items listed in the song, “Granite State of Mind.”   These paint not only a pic-

ture of place, but share the thoughts of a local; referencing a perspective of what it 

means to be a New Hampshirite. 

 During this fall semester I have had the opportunity to attend some mindful-

ness sessions.  Some teachers begin their classes with mindfulness exercises and I was 

interested in what it meant.  Mindfulness is the active engagement in present events.  It 

involves reflecting on personal thoughts and actions without judgement and accepting 

them as part of the moment.  In the classroom setting, the strategies and exercises were 

designed to encourage more focus and engagement in the midst of busy student lives.   

 In my personal reflections, I began to think about the “Geographic State of 

Mind.”   What would that be?   Is it a combination of the perspective of a geographer 

and active engagement in present events?   I may not have driven the Kancamagus this 

fall competing with the leaf peepers, but I did enjoy the fall colors New Hampshire of-

fers.  However, I enjoy them in a geographic state of mind.  I marvel at the impact a 

lake or elevation has on the peak color times.   Or, I find myself trying to figure out why 

one half of the tree is missing its leaves and the other half is in full color.   Is this being 

too analytical at a time that is just supposed be enjoying the beauty of the season?  Or, 

does this mean that I am just in a perpetual geographic state of mind.   If I am truly 

mindful, I recognize this, accept it, and live in the moment—whether it is in a geo-

graphic state or a New Hampshire state of mind.  As an educator, however, I under-

stand that part of my job is to help students develop a geographic state of mind.   

 I would say that it really starts with curiosity, and the 

fundamental question of why something is happening where it 

is.  Following that would be the ability to recognize patterns 

and again ask why those patterns are happening wherever they 

are.  It does not matter whether the question involves the pat-

terns around fall foliage, other subjects required in the curricu-

lum, or topics of interest to students.  A geographic state of 

mind always wonders, “Why is that there?”, or even “Is that the 

best place for that item?”    
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Calling all TC’s!    
Are you a teacher con-
sultant? Have you partic-
ipated in previous insti-
tutes or workshops? 
Would you like to be 
involved in future events? 
We would love to hear 

from you!  Contact us: 
(603) 358-2428  

VOLUME 2015, ISSUE 2 



PAGE 2 VOLUME 2015, ISSUE 2 

Please welcome Samantha Gaudette, New Hampshire Ge-

ographic Alliance’s new interim Administrative Assistant!  

Samantha is a recent Keene State College graduate of  the 

Geography Department and is also the Department’s 

Community GIS (CGIS) Lab Coordinator.  Working with 

students, faculty, and community partners is a passion of  

Samantha’s, and these positions allow her to practice her 

GIS skills, organization and management abilities, as well 

as develop new curriculum and research projects based 

within the Monadnock Region.  She is excited to see how 

the new CGIS Lab can help connect New Hampshire educators to GIS data and resources! 

She is currently applying to graduate programs with research focuses on cartography and 

place-based education.  In her spare time, she enjoys hiking, mountain biking, cooking, trav-

elling, and spending time with family and friends.   

If  you have any questions or comments about NHGA or the CGIS Lab at Keene State Col-
lege, please contact her at nhga@keene.edu. 

 To learn more, go to  aag.org, or follow this link: 

http://www.aag.org/cs/programs/giscience/

new_advanced_placement_course_in_gist 

mailto:nhga@keene.edu
http://www.aag.org/cs/programs/giscience/new_advanced_placement_course_in_gistC:/Users/kbixby/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
http://www.aag.org/cs/programs/giscience/new_advanced_placement_course_in_gistC:/Users/kbixby/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
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 Sunday July 17 – Fri July 22, 2016: T3G2016 seeks 100 passionate educators and influencers 
anxious to change the world, through education, with GIS. Applications are available now, 
and due by Nov 9, 2015. Apply now at: http://edcommunity.esri.com/educational-roles/t3g
-educators 

 November 6 (10am-2 pm): BioBlitz Palnning Meeting, at Saint-Gaudens National Historical 
Site in Cornish, NH  

 Sunday, November 8: GIS Day at the Fall NEARC Conference, at the Hilton Hotel,       
Burlington, Vermont  

 Sunday, November 15 - Friday, November 20: Geography Awareness Week 

Tuesday, November 3, 2015:  
 Radisson Hotel/Center of  New Hampshire, Manchester-700 Elm Street,  
  Manchester, NH 

7:30 - 8:30 Registration & Coffee  Main Atrium/Armory 

8:00 - 1:45 Vendors/Exhibits Open  Armory 

8:30 - 9:30 Session 1 Workshops   Various Rooms 

9:30 - 10:00 Break-Visit Vendors   Armory 

10:00 - 11:00  Session 2 Workshops   Various Rooms 

11:00 - 11:30  Break-Visit Vendors   Armory 

11:30 - 12:30  Luncheon/Raffle   Armory 

12:30 - 1:30  Awards/Keynote Address  Ballroom A 

1:30 - 1:45  Book Signing    Ballroom A [Vendors Outside] 

1:45 - 2:45  Session 3 Workshops   Various Rooms 



The New Hampshire Geographic Alliance Presents: 

Geography Awareness Week  
Explore! The Power of Maps  

 
 
 

New Hampshire Geographic 
 Alliance 

Visit our website at www.nhga.net 

 
 

 
@NHGeoAlliance 

November 15 - 21, 2015 
 
Spatial thinking through maps is 
one of the most important skills 
that students can develop as 
they learn geography, Earth and 
environmental sciences, and so 
much more. 
  
See how National Geographic is 

celebrating 100 years of cartographic history.  Check out a suite of resources all about 
geography as a field and discipline, and even more tips and tools to plan your own  
GeoWeek celebrations! Read more about the history and purpose behind Geography 
Awareness Week. Looking for even more resources? Check out the Geography Aware-
ness Week Archive for material dating back all the way to 2000! 
 
All of these resources can be found by logging on to: http://
education.nationalgeographic.com/programs/geographyawarenessweek/ 
 
 
Have any ideas on how to incorporate Geography Awareness Week into your classroom? 
Tweet your thoughts to @NHGeoAlliance with #GAWNH2015 
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http://www.nhga.net/
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2015/01/150123-maps-mapping-cartography-history-national-geographic-centennial/
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/what-is-geography/
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/programs/geographyawarenessweek/about/?ar_a=1
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/search/?csrfmiddlewaretoken=sldVuhGXGRpjMjTsBomcpz6H4jG68C5Y&q=geography+awareness+week&items_per_page=10&sorting=-score&archive=True
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/search/?csrfmiddlewaretoken=sldVuhGXGRpjMjTsBomcpz6H4jG68C5Y&q=geography+awareness+week&items_per_page=10&sorting=-score&archive=True
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/programs/geographyawarenessweek/
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/programs/geographyawarenessweek/
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Nancy Gagnon 

 The New Hampshire Geographic    
Alliance is so proud to announce that Nancy 
Gagnon has been selected to receive the 
2015 Kristi Alvarez Award. Mrs. Gagnon has 
participated in geographic education on the 
local, state and national levels. She is Chair 
of  the Social Studies Department at ConVal 
High School. She is on the Executive Board 
of  the NH Council for Social Studies and 
she was a Teacher Consultant for National 
Geographic. Mrs. Gagnon has helped the 
cause of  geographic education by seeing   
opportunities and taking advantage of  them. 
She participated in a Teacher Tour of  Turkey, 
brought her additional knowledge back to 
her students and fellow teachers and present-
ed at that year's state Social Studies confer-
ence.  

 She was co-coordinator of  the NH Geographic Alliance, working with Kristi Al-

varez. Mrs. Gagnon has taught at ConVal Regional High School for 12 years and been 

head of  her department since 2008. She lends her expertise to her school's National 

Honor Society youth and government program as well as serving on the school's cur-

riculum mapping committee. We have tremendous respect for Mrs. Gagnon and her 

knowledge of  Geography. She gives willingly of  her time promoting the social studies 

in general and geography in particular.  



By: Kristin Bixby 

The new technology in the Augmented  Reality 

Sandbox has been making waves, quite literally, 

in geology and geography education depart-

ments in colleges throughout the country.  A 

program was first created by researchers at  

University of  California, Davis, which allows a 

scanner to send a constant register of  the sand 

height within a sand box  to a corresponding 

computer. This computer has software that has 

developed an algorithm for assigning topo-

graphic lines to different measurements. The 

highest points are shown in red and the lowest points are shown  

in blue. As you manipulate the sand within the box, the topographic lines change to the new form! 

Also, if  someone holds their hand over the sand for a long enough time, the computer generates 

digital water that will move through the created hills and valleys in the sand quite similarly to river 

water in a storm. As more educators hear about this project, suggestions for future additions have 

been made. For example, a lava feature could work similarly to that of  the water feature so that 

students can see how lava moves down a volcano after an eruption. Although the distribution of  

this new technology can be quite costly, there are several educational advantages to having this 

product in your classroom in the future! 

Image: UCLA Broadcasting Studio 
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By: Laura Kessler 

2015 NH State Geographic Bee Champi-

on, Isaac Stearns of Kearsarge Middle 

School (taken at the national finals, Na-

tional Geographic Society, Washington, 

DC  - May 2015)  

Join over 12,000 educators and empower your students to learn more about the world and how 

it works. The National Geographic Bee is an exciting competition open to fourth through 

eighth graders.  

The Nat Geo Bee motivates students to learn and study on their own. “My preparation for the 

Bee taught me good study habits which can be applied in all aspects of  life.” - A 2014 state 

champion. 

Take advantage of  early bird rates and register your school for $100 by December 18. Visit us 
at NatGeoBee.com to learn more about the Bee, register a classroom, get studying materials, or 
help fund your local school so they can participate! Registration discounts are available for 
schools with financial need, please apply here.  

Short URL: NatGeoBee.com 

Long URL: nationalgeographic.com/geobee 

State Coordinator:  

Laura Kessler nh.natgeobee@gmail.com  

Key Dates: 

August 18 - January 18: Registration  

December 18: End of  early bird registration ($100) by credit card or check 

December 18 - January 18: Registration ($120) and by credit card only 

February 5: Deadline for students to take online State Qualifying Test 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/geobee/
https://kbednarz.wufoo.com/forms/za13ct906gc2ih/
mailto:nh.natgeobee@gmail.com


By: Scott Semmons 

 Last summer eleven students and three faculty members from Hopkinton and Bow high schools, joined by three 
adults from the area, went to South Africa for three weeks to explore the culture, geography, and the ecology in the 
greater Kruger National Park area. Through generous donations, we were able to invite and support a South African 

student to spend the entire time with us - it changed her life as much as it changed ours. We stayed at a research facil-
ity in Djuma Private Game Reserve which is part of the Sabi Sands area connected to Kruger National Park. Kruger Na-
tional Park and its surrounding private game reserves represent one of the few remaining intact ecosystems with 
large carnivores and charismatic megafauna. South Africa was also the cradle of humanity, of the early hominid line, 
and we were able to walk through the land picking up stone tools and imagining those that had come before us walking 

in the same places.  
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Our schedule in South Africa was exciting and full. We 
conducted research on wildlife through observations, 
motion-triggered trail cameras, and tracking - and 

mapped it through hand-drawings and using technolo-
gy, giving us a richer understanding of who moved on 
the land, where and why. We also visited some of the 
nearby villages in authentic exchanges of culture: a 
friendly game of soccer, helping local people pick up 
garbage in their community in memory of Nelson Man-
dela's dying wish, and we were able to introduce geo-

spatial thinking to students in a nearby high school. 
Most days we would go out for a morning safari from 
6:30am after a light breakfast, returning around 
10:30am for a big brunch. After lunch at about 11am 
we would work on projects, journaling, first-aid train-
ing, or even interacting with guest speakers about 
apartheid and conservation and community engage-

ment. Around 3:30pm we would go out for another 
safari until 7 or 7:30pm. Sometimes we would walk 

    instead of driving the safari vehicles, creating maps as 
we tracked animals and learning the value of track and sign identification and interpretation as we trailed lions: what 
time were they here, why were they here, what other animals did they interact with, what were they doing, where are 
they now; is it safe here? Our instructors, all professional guides and trackers, kept us safe and engaged with the envi-
ronment and each other. On most nights after we ate a hot meal that was prepared for us, we chatted only briefly 

around the fire before heading off to sleep in our cozy beds - only to hear the exciting sounds of hyenas, lions, and owls 
calling, or of elephants breaking branches as they fed, outside the camp walls. Occasionally we would muster our ener-
gy and go star gazing or go out for a late night safari to see these nocturnal creatures and others like genets and civ-

ets.  

Technologically, we used camera traps and the ArcGIS Collector App, together with track and sign evidence to study 
animal behavior and ecology. The map in the link below shows some of the live sightings (it is timed, so play it):  http://
arcg.is/1PJsqGQ. The map below it contains track and sign evidence as well as lion and leopard sightings we collected 
for the international big cat conservation organization, Panthera, and their carnivore project: http://arcg.is/1k3nVN0. 
We had many encounters with lions, leopards, elephants, rhinos, cape buffalo, hippos, giraffes, spotted hyena, cheetah, 

various species of mongooses, zebra, civet, genet, bush babies, kudu, impala, blue wildebeest, nyala,  jackal, steenbok, 
waterbuck, common duiker, porcupine, honey badger, scrub hare, warthog, and well over 100 species of birds. We were 

very fortunate to be able to spend hours “sitting with lions”.  We even spotted a new, previously undocumented, pride 
and our students created a name for it: the HoBow pride, after Hopkinton and Bow High Schools, for the Panthera data-

base.  

Djuma Private Game Reserve 

http://arcg.is/1PJsqGQ
http://arcg.is/1PJsqGQ
http://arcg.is/1k3nVN0


We were glad to have the opportunity to work with some local students from the 

Acorns to Oaks Science and Math High school. We spent two days introducing geo-

spatial thinking to them using some outside activities and ArcMap (Donated by 

ESRI), which we had previously installed on 45 computers in their computer lab. 

Acorns to Oaks is a private high school, and is funded in part by the owner of Djuma 

Private Game Preserve through the Buffleshoek Trust. Impressively, about 30 South 

African students walked to school two days in a row on their school holidays to 

learn mapping skills from us, a marketable skill in a land with high population and 

high unemployment rates. The Acorns to Oaks students and our students from New 

Hampshire hit it off extremely well. Despite some computer problems and online 

difficulties, we were met with great success and the value of the cultural exchange 

alone was worth the time and effort. In future trips we would like to help this high 

school develop some community GIS projects and conduct more teacher training so that they can facilitate further student learn-

ing throughout the school year. Among other exciting prospects, we are also planning a joint art project, painting a large mural on 

one of the high school walls, with the direction of a professional artist.   

Poaching of rhinos and elephants are on the rise in South Africa and other African countries. Preservation of rhinos and elephants 

are important in maintaining the integrity of local ecosystems, but that can be hard for local communities to understand when 

they are on the other side-of-the-fence. One of the goals of our trip was to share and discuss between US and local students how 

essential wildlife are to ecosystems, and the importance of sustainable development that will employ local people in conservation 

through tourism. Working with locals living outside of game reserves to reduce poaching is considered “out of the box” thinking in 

ecological management of reserves because ecology traditionally deals the health of a landscape or a population of animals, with-

out considering the people nearby and their needs. And yet, as we move into the future, the wildlife, the land, and the people must 

all be valued. A good approach, especially in that part of South Africa, is to improve education, and for students to develop mar-

ketable skills for jobs, such as Geographic Information Systems. It is important for those working on conservation “out of the 

“box” to respect local needs and for locals to actively engage in the conservation process. In the past, conservation efforts  failed 

because too often the locals’ needs were not met nor were they asked questions such as “what do you need”? In future trips, we 

would like to continue our conservation efforts, and to further explore the complexities in keeping local ecosystems intact and 

sustainable while uplifting local communities.  

Hopkinton and Bow High Schools will again travel to South Africa and continue this program in 2016, and we are actively seeking 

more high schools, colleges, universities, and even non-academic participants across the USA to accompany us, or to design their 

own program with us. The companies we work with in Africa have safely educated more than 600 US students in these types of 

programs since 2008. All programs are rooted in the land, in the safari-based industry of ecology and of the wildlife and the 

tracks they leave behind. Following these tracks encourages us to examine our own lasting tracks upon the planet we share, with 

the wildlife and with African people struggling to balance between their needs and the integrity of their ecosystems. As you can 

see, programs are not limited to safaris and ecology and can be tailored to also include a specific group’s interest, such as : GIS 

and spatial thinking, tracking, culture (from modern to paleoanthropological), political science, art, photography, tourism and 

leadership, ethnobotany, reptiles and amphibians, ornithology, entomology, and much more. Through our experience in that cradle 

of humanity we have witnessed our students become inspired by understanding a bigger picture - enabling them to see their own 

problems and difficulties back home in new context, and we are inspired that they may move forward finding innovative solutions 

to global issues. If you are interested, you can contact me at ssemmens@sau66.org. If you would like to see and learn more of our 

experiences as told by our students, look up our blog (now archived, but search on “Hopkinton” or “Bow” keywords)) at http://

originalwisdom.org/. You can also see a video of our experiences, both sights and sounds. https://youtu.be/8B_J6ylLy0g  
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 As part of its mission to instill 
and nurture spatial awareness and geo-
graphic literacy, the New Hampshire 
Geographic Alliance (NHGA) annually 
sponsors a National Geographic Society 
(NGS) Giant Traveling Map. This year, 
NHGA is bringing the Giant Traveling 
Map of North America to NH. Hosts of 
the giant traveling map are responsi-
ble for setting up programs for the 
public to use and view the giant map.  

 If you are interested in taking 
an exploration across the continent of 
North America, contact the following 
Giant Map Hosts and make arrangements 
to view this brightly colored 26’ x 
33’ floor map. The map comes with a 
trunk of rich activities, games, props 
and educational resources.   

October 30 - November 4: Unity School, Unity NH. Contact: Jennifer Thompson, jthompson@sau6.org;  
 Susan Schroeter, sschroeter@sau6.org 
November 4 - November  7: Newport Opera House, Newport NH. Contact: Amy Bailey, amyb66@gmail.com; 
 info@newportoperahouse.com 
November 8 - November 11: Newfound Memorial, Bristol NH. Contact: Jay Peringer, jperinger@sau4.org 
November 11 - November 14: Belmont School, Belmont NH. Contact: Scheila Arnold, sarnold@sau80.org 
November 15 - November 21: Greenland Elementray School, Greenland NH. Contact: Lynne MacDonald, 
 lmacdonald@sau50.org 
November 22 - November 25: Troy school, Troy NH. Contact: Sandy Smith, ssmith@mrsd.org 

November 29 - December 6: Hopkinton Schools,  Hopkinton NH. Contact: Steve Chamberlin,  
 schamberlin@hopkintonschools.org 
December 6 - December 8: Symonds School, Keene NH. Contacts: Dick Cate, rcate@sau29.org; Beth Corwin, 
 bcorwin@sau29.org 
December 9 - Decemebr 11: Keene State College; Wheelock and Franklin School, Keene NH. Contacts:  
 Samantha Gaudette, nhga@keene.edu;Gwen Mitchell; Erik Kress 
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This year the New Hampshire Geographic Alliance is taking part in a national initiative as a member of the National 

Network of Geographic Alliances to participate in a BioBlitz this spring.  Many of you have already participated in, led 

or are familiar with a BioBlitz. We would like to formally invite to be a part of our BioBlitz planning session.   

In honor of the 100th year Anniversary of the National Park System, we are hosting the event at Saint-Gaudens National 

Historical Site in Cornish, NH on November 6th from 10am-2 pm.  The day will begin with an introductory session 

about the BioBlitz initiative. The highlight of the day will be a sharing session between State Parks and other educa-

tional programs available to teachers that support hands-on student learning in the field such as a BioBlitz.  

The day will consist of a collaborative session with the following objectives: 

 Sharing existing resources and ideas 

 Exploring possible partnerships for a BioBlitz in the spring 

 Identifying teacher’s needs and interests in possible BioBlitz themes and locations  

 Determining how and if a statewide BioBlitz is possible between collaborating organizations 

 Introduction to the iNaturalist App 

 

The day will conclude with a guided tour of Saint-Gaudens. Lunch will be provided. 

 

We hope that you will consider attending this event. Registration is free but limited to the first 25 people. Please RSVP 

by October 29: Contact Samantha Gaudette at nhga@keene.edu.   

mailto:nhga@keene.edu
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Provided By: Amanda Starbuck  

Challenge your students to create a short film exploring the risks from chemical facilities and 

offering solutions for protecting our communities. All students grades 9 through 12 are eligible to 
participate and will compete to win cash prizes of up to $1,000. 

The Advocacy in Action video contest and lesson plan help students make real-world geography 
connections. Students will: 

 Use our interactive map to locate their school and identify nearby facilities that may be 

putting them at risk 

 Learn how our government regulates these facilities & how they can be made safer 

 Explore essential communications strategies 

 Become active, engaged citizens 

The deadline to submit videos is March 18, 2015. 

Facilities can take steps to reduce their hazards. We need our students to speak up and demand 
that facilities no longer put surrounding communities at risk.   

For contest rules, lesson plan, and other resources, visit www.foreffectivegov.org/video-contest 

http://tesla.foreffectivegov.org/KidsAndToxins/bin-release/
http://www.foreffectivegov.org/video-contest


Provided By: Pri Ekanayake  
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